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FDA authorises Pfizer
vaccine for teens

USregulators expanded theuse
of Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine to
childrenasyoungas12, offering
awayto protect thenation’s
adolescentsbeforetheyhead
backtoschoolin the falland
paving theway for them to
return to more normalactivities.
Shots could begin assoon as
Thursday, after a federal vaccine
advisory committeeissues
recommendations for usingthe
two-dosevaccinein12-to15-
year-olds. An announcementis
expected Wednesday.
MostCovid-19 vaccines
worldwide have been authorised
foradults. Pfizer’s vaccineis
beingused in multiple countries
forteensasyoungas16,and
Canadarecently becamethe first
toexpanduseto12andup.
Parents, schooladministrators
and publichealth officials
elsewhere have eagerly awaited
approval for theshottobemade
available to morekids. “Thisisa
watershed momentin our ability

tofight back the pandemic,” Dr
Bill Gruber, aPfizer senior vice
presidentwho’salsoa pediatr-
ician, told The Associated Press.
The Food and Drug
Administration declared that
thePfizervaccineissafeand
offers strong protection for
younger teensbased on testing
ofmorethan2,000US
volunteersages12to15.The
agency noted there were no
cases of Covid-19 among fully
vaccinated adolescents
compared with16 amongkids
given dummy shots. More
intriguing, researchers found
thekidsdeveloped higher levels
of virus-fightingantibodies than
earlier studies measured in
youngadults. The younger teens
received thesame vaccine
dosage as adultsand had the
same side effects, mostly sore
armsand flu-like fever, chills or
aches thatsignal arevved-up
immune system, especially after
thesecond dose. AP
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